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Christmas / New Year Operating Hours: The reading room will be closed on Thursday 24 Dec 2015 through to Saturday 2 Jan 2016 and re-open Monday 4 Jan 2016.
See all changes to our services over this period »

Now&Then 65 - December 2013
The final Issue for 2013 features loads of online news and updates, Spotlight on Watermen's Licences, the 2013 Christmas Competition
(be in it to win it!) and much much more.
» Christmas/New Year hours, copying services and the Christmas Competition
+ Christmas Gift Ideas
» Online News

) Infinite Archive

+ DBiographical Database of Australia
+» Records on Ancestry.com

» Treasures found in the records

» Archives Qutside Blog update

v Flickr update

+» Spotlight on Watermen's Licences

+ Upcoming Talks and Tours

Christmas/New Year hours, copying services and the Christmas Competition
Seasons Greetings

Another year has flown by and we'd like to say Thank You to all our Now&Then subscribers for your support during 2013! We hope you all enjoy a
safe and relaxing holiday period.

If you have any feedback or comments about Now&Then email the editor at 4 nowandthen@records nsw gov.au - we'd love to hear from you.

We are looking forward to seeing you in 2014!

Reading Room Hours for the Christmas/New Year period

NOTE: Our Telephone enquiry service will not be operating while the reading room is closed (Tuesday 24-Wednesday 1 January).
You are welcome to use our Request for Information Form and we will respond to you within 20 working days (from 2 January 2014).

Saturday 21 December - Open
Monday 23 Dec - Open (9am-4pm)
Tuesday 24 Dec (Christmas Eve) - Closed
Wednesday 25 Dec (Christmas Day) - Closed
Thursday 26 Dec (Boxing Day) - Closed
Friday 27 Dec - Closed
Saturday 28 Dec - Closed
Monday 30 Dec - Closed
Tuesday 31 Dec (New Years Eve) - Closed
Wednesday 1 Jan (New Years Day) - Closed
Thursday 2 Jan - Open

Copying services over the 2013-2014 Christmas period

Please note the changes to our copying services over the Christmas/New Year period.

To receive an order before Christmas
To guarantee delivery before Christmas please place your order before 6 December 2013.

Changes to the copying services over Christmas/New Year

With several public holidays and staff on leave over the festive season copy orders including digital copy orders may not be
completed within the standard time frame of 20 working days. Please note that the 5§ day urgent order option (incl 25% surcharge)
will not be available for the period 13 December to 31 January 2014. I it is vital that an order be completed within 5 working
days during this time please contact the Reprographics Officer on (02) 9673 1788.

Christmas Competition

Once again we are running a Christmas Competition for our Now&Then subscribers. Winners will receive ONE of the
following:

+ a FREE copy of a file (probate packet, deceased estate file, divorce case paper, or primary application packet)
of your choice.

Allyou need to do for a chance to win is to answer 10 questions. The first 10 correct entries will win a prize. The names of
the winners will be published in the February Issue of Now&Then.

» Competition now closed «

And, good luck!

Christmas gift ideas

Now is the time to purchase a set of our Christmas cards - $10.00 for set of 6

There's still time! Festive season wishes dated: 1899, 1901-02, 1902-03, 1938 and 1939. All cards blank inside (14.7 cm high x 10.5 cm wide) and
sold with standard envelopes.

Special offer! Spend $20.00 or more on greeting cards and receive a free enviro bag. Offer valid till Monday 23 December 2013 (or
until stocks last).

Read more and purchase online at shop.nsw
Still looking for that perfect gift for the historian in your family?

Moments in Time - photo book Mamenty in Time
We were inspired to create this book through our "Moments in Time" blog series on Archives Outside. The T—
blog series asks a question each fortnight "Can you date this photo?" and much enjoyment and head m
scratching ensues over who can identify the images and how. y 2
The book includes photos from our collection that have been featured in the blog series (and on our Flickr B
photostream) and comments by you!

An eBook version is also available for only $1.99.

See more details about the book »

'Old Register' One to Nine DVD

Registers of assignments and other legal instruments

The nine volumes of Registers of assignments and other legal instruments, known as the 'Old Registers' (NRS
5604), provide a valuable insight into this State's colonial history from 1794 to 1824,

They include information on: land transactions; domestic legal matters such as affidavits, bills of sale and bonds;
whaling and shipping agreements; a variety of deeds; letters of power of attorney; names of early colonists; and
place names within Sydney and the colony.

See more »

Guide to Convicts and Convict Administration gu_i_c!g 4
The 'Convict Guide' provides an entry info an unique collection of records, created by both the British Government | =i
and the Colonial administration, covering the period 1788-1842, including the 'convict exiles' of the 1840s and k"“’-"" :
1850s.

It is divided into eighteen chapters that follow the course of the convicts'
"careers" - starting with their trial and transportation and 'ending' with freedom, later punishments or death.
See more »

7 Generation Family Tree Chart

This decorative chart is made of good-guality, parchment-like paper.

With space for adding seven family generations there is also a background image of a tree.
A great gift idea...

...and a lovely addition to any family historian's walll

Size is approximately 430mm x 560mim.

» Buy online at shop.nsw

Online News

New Index to Land Grants

This new Index to registers of land grants and leases, 1792-1865 was compiled by University students during work placement. Editing was
completed by State Records Volunteers. There are 5630 entries to search. It was compiled using the Surveyor General NRS 13236 Index to
Registers of Grants Cumberland and elsewhere, 1792-1865. The registers contain a record of all land grants made (both free and by purchase)
down to 1843, from which date separate registers of land purchases and town purchases were kept. From 1843 onwards the registers contain
records of grants made in virtue of promises of grants made prior to 1831 and of land granted for churches, schools, and other public purposes, or
when land was surrendered and re-granted for some reason.

» Search the Index
Infinite Archive

INFINITE ARCHIVE
projects and partnerships

INFINITE ARCHIVE s a fresh new initiative which encourages the interpretation of the State archives collection through projects and
partnerships between State Records and other cultural and community organisations. INFINITE AR CH IV E relationships and collaborations
are developing between State Records and its closest neighbours in Western Sydney, including local galleries and museums, councils, universities
and media. Projects and partnerships are also progressing in the City of Sydney and regional NSW, with onsite and online possibilities — nationally
and beyond.

ThefirstINFINITE ARC HIV E exchange involves the The Air Up There exhibition of vintage tourism items, which opens at the Blue
Mountains Cultural Centre on 13 December 2013. State Records is contributing original items to the exhibition from its collection of NSW
Government Tourist Bureau materials, and conservator Dominigue Moussou will be presenting conservation tips on caring for personal collections.
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In January 2014, State Records, Parliament of NSW and Wagga Wagga Regional Archives Repository will combine to show rarely seen records
from their collections, related to the 1954 Royal Tour by Queen Elizabeth Il and the Duke of Edinburgh. State archives on display in the Parliament
of NSW exhibition will tell the behind-the-scenes story of orchestrating the 10-day tour of NSW, through official letters and telegrams; designs for
decorations and fireworks; plans for media coverage; and guides to the 28 events the Royal couple attended.

= A Wonderful Welcome: the 1954 Royal Tour opens at Parliament of NSW on 15 January 2014
+ Royal Express to Central is on display at Western Sydney Records Centre from January 2014
v 145 Minutes in Wagga is showing at Charles Sturt University in January, February, March 2014

On & February 2014, Creative Producer, Susan Charlton, will be presenting an atmospheric slideshow-travelogue of holiday and tourism
photographs from the State archives collection at Penrith Regional Gallery and The Lewers Bequest as a part of the Holiday + Memory exhibition.
Then during the gallery's Autumn 2014 season, Susan will explore The Lewers Bequest collection in dialogue with the State archive collection, with
plans to co-curate an exhibition for both venues and expand the INFINITE AR CH IV E program.

Biographical Database of Australia

This not-for-profit Database is now on-line. Based in Sydney, it is the result of many years of work by volunteer and genealogists and historians.
The initial release contains over 500, 000 entries transcribed from -

» convict, muster, census, baptism, marriage and burial records NSW 1788-1828 and Tasmania 1803-1811 as well as many immigration
records 1828-37

Tens of thousands of entries have been linked. Where an individual has been mentioned in more than one record, the links form a Biographical
Report for that person in timeline format with sources. The Database will be regularly updated with new data, new links and corrections and from
2014 with new biographies from subscribers. To view Biographical Reports, users are asked to become a subscriber for $25.00 per year.

» The Database Is onling now »

Records on Ancestry.com

Recently Ancestry.com has added the digitised Convict Surgeon's Journals to the ever increasing collection of resources available on Ancestry.
The great thing about the digitised Surgeon's Journals online is that they are so clear and easy to read compared to the Reel version which we are
available in the reading room. They are listed as UK Royal Navy Medical Journals 1817-1857 on Ancestry.com. We have Ancestry freely available
in our reading room. It is also available from many local libraries.

The Deceased Estate Index 1923-1958 is also available to search via Ancestry.com. The Deceased Estate Index on our website covers 1880-
1923. If you are researching pre 1923 deceased estate records check our website and for post 1923 check Ancestry.com.

Treasures found in the records

SRS FREESTONE PEACHES

NRS 14511 M.LA. files [Water Resources] [17/600 23/3312]

The Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area Files (M.LA) is a large series of files (NRS 14511) dating from 1911-28 and comprising of 237 boxes. The files
relate to the establishment and operation of the M.ILA. They concemn such matters as: applications by intending settlers; land resumptions; the
settling apart of farms, and recreation and timber reserves; the establishment, naming and planning of towns in the Area; housing construction; the
operation of factories, abattoirs and canneries; construction of hospitals; soldier re-settliement schemes: Royal Commission reports; policy matters.
IMany of the files contain catalogues and brochures for machinery and household products; town plans; maps and blue-prints; and samples of such
things as tent fabrics, clothing fabrics, seeds, rubber matting and copper wire.

John Cusack {one of our enthusiastic volunteers) came across this interesting file whilst working on indexing the files. This file [17/600 23/3312]
relates to the proposed label of 100 000 IBIS Brand Peaches, it contains a number of correspondence relating to the labels as well as an example
of the label itself. Among the comespondence is the below John Sand's Letter relating to the production of the label:
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The Commercial Officer, ‘
Water Conservation & Irrigation Commission,
Union House,
George Street,
Sydney.
Dear Sir,
We have to acknowledge with thanks your order

for 100,000 "Ibie" 16-0z, Labels at 14/Gd. per thousand,
to be despatched to Camnery Manager, Irrigation Commission,
Leeton Cennery Siding.
Thie order will receive our speciaml attention.

Youre faithfully

NRS 14511 M.LA. files [Water Resources] [17/600 23/3312]

Archives Outside Blog update
Street view circa 1930

(( These images were taken by the Department of Main Roads to show roads before and after roadwork had been
done...While at first glance these images may seem mundane, the interest in the images lies in the detail. Zoom in and
the bustle of daily life is revealed. It’s like google street view c. 1930!

Read more
Mander Jones Awards Winners

(( State Records’ staff were recognised at the recent Australian Society of Archivists Conference in Canberra with Mander
Jones Awards for 2012 and in the 2013 President’s Awards of the Australian Society of Archivists.

+ Read more
State Records staff presentation from Open Day 2013

(( ...we have uploaded several podeasts and accompanying slideshows presented by staff at Open Day back in August.
...theme of the day was travel and transport and these presentations cover a broad selection under this category: from
conviet transport to railroads, cars and road construction.

» Read more

Moments in Time

Can you date...?

Casino Farm Cove, Sydney
Flickr update

The latest additions include:

Sydney Harbour Bridge Sydney Harbour Bridge
Sydney Harbour Bridge - A Frame Girder Showing Kick Lifting Masonry for Pylon Tower
Rollers
Murwillumbah Balmain Public School c1916
Board of Fire Commissioners- North Coast visit - Balmain Public School c1916
Murwillumbah
York Street North, Sydney Surveyor at Mrs Macquarie's Point
\West side of York Street North Surveyor Amphlett at Point G [Mrs Macquarie's Point]

If you don't have a Flickr account you can still browse these photos on Flickr, many of which are also available on Photo Investigator.

Spotlight on Watermen's Licences
Many of our readers will know that we have records concerning crew and seamen. But do you have watermen in the family?

What you may ask are watermen? Watermen were boatmen licenced to ferry passengers. With watermen working on New South Wales
waterways these could be an untapped source for family and maritime history.

State Records holds the following records:
» NRS 10824, Watermen's Licences, Apr 1911-Feb 1935,[X2332]
» NRS 9847 Watermen's Licences, Sep 1936-Sep 1953,[X2333]

These main series also include Botany Bay, Georges River and Brisbane Water (Central Coast) and North Coast.
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WATERMANS LICENSE.
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Each licence records the name, address, and signature of the holder; the licence number; registration number of the boat (same as the licence
number); the locality the licence applies to ( area but can be specific “not beyond the bar’); the maximum number of passengers allowed; and the
date of issue of the licence. A schedule of fares and rates chargeable by the watermen is usually given on the back of the licence.

NRS 10925, Port of Newcastle, Watermen's Licences, 1912-24,[X2334-35] (only a few, appears to be incomplete)
NRS 9522, Maritime Services Board Special Bundles;

Licenced watermen on Sydney Harbour, 1902-08,[7/7500.2]. These lists record the name, licence/permit number and plying from (situation) and on
some lists the name of the boat. Also included is a list 'those addicted to drink and those with convictions recorded against them, 1907

Applications for watermen's licenses and licenses for lighters (vessels) subject to seaworthiness. 1921-23, [ 8/2036.15] This appears to contain a
sample of applications together with the inspector's report. The sample includes Sydney, Central Coast and Newcastle.

Whilst the records have not been indexed they are on our waiting list to be indexed by our wonderful volunteers, the records are in rough
chronological order so if you are sure of the period they may be worth a look.

Upcoming Talks and Tours
Online Resources at State Records NSW and getting the most out of Photo Investigator

The State Records website is becoming a comprehensive starting point for researching family history. Whether you are researching at home or
planning a visit to the reading room this session with Janette Pelosi will help you to navigate your way around the website.

22 January 10:30am - 12:30pm

Society of Australian Genealogists

Richmeond Villa 120 Kent Street Sydney

Phone: (02) 9247 33853

How to search State Records using the Search tool and Archives Investigator

John Cann will be presenting this seminar at Tuggerah Library. He will focus on how to seach the NSW State archives using the Search tool and
Archives Investigator.

12 February 10:30am - 12:30pm

Tuggerah Library, Westfield Tuggerah, 50 Wyong Road Tuggerah

Michelle Goldsmith

Phone: (02) 4350 1560

Land records workshop

Arranged by the Royal Australian Historical Society and the Professional Historians Association. This half day workshop will be presented by Terry
Kass and will focus on researching land records.

12 February 9:30am - 12:30pm

State Records NSW, 143 O'Connell Street Kingswood

Email: history@rahs.org.au

Phone: (02) 9247 8001

Stay up-to-date with State Records
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